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DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

606-606% Cathedral Street, although refaced in the late 1920's or early 1530's,still
raintains the architectural character of the Mount Vernon Historic District. It harmonizes
with the other, unaltered rowhouses, and in this sense contributes to the overall historic
environment of the district. The building is a three kay, three story Colonial Revival
detached house built of masonry with a Flemish bond brick facade, high basemz=nt, and shed
roof. 606% is a one bay, three story addition with the same details.

The basement has a coursed dressed face ashlar facade with a window in the southern and
central bays. These windows are wood one by one casements with plain wrought iron gqrills
in front. Stone steps lead in the northern bay, and they have a plain iron balustrade with
a turned newel. The doorway has a stone architrave surround with shoulders, a central key=-
stone, and a cornice above. The entrance itself consists of solid double wood doors each
having a single oval panel with ornate molded paneals.

! The first floor windows have tall,attenuated nine over nine wood double hung sashes
witi stone subsills, flat arches, and keystones. There is a plain iron window box in
front of each window. Tripartite aluminum storm windows ccver each window. The second and
third story windows are all six over six double hung wood windows with the same detaills zs
the first floor, except the storm windows are one over one. The windows baccme shorter at
eisch upper story. Above the third steory is a siuple stone fescia and cornice, and a brick

parapet above.

On the south, 606} is attached with the same style and materials of 606. The doorway
has a coursed ashlar base and a flat arch with a kevstone sbove. The so0lid wood door hzs a
three light wood transcm zbove. The windows above are identical in detail to the uppsr sto:i.
of €06, but are on different levels with smaller diz=nsions. The top has single brick

ccping.

The south elevation of 606 Cathedral Street has 606% attached to it; 606% extends back
approximately two bays and is built of common bond brick, with no openings. The main
structure of 606, is built of common bond brick with two bays of four over four wood windows
with wood sills, metal strip lintels, and storm windows. There are two end chimneys on the
south wall. The north wall of 606 has an iron fire esczpe on its face, and the windows'
details are unobservable. An alley runs adjacent to this wall having cast and wrought iron
double doors. There is a two bay wide, six bay long, three story high back building. 1Its
southern windows have six over six double hung wood sashes with stone sills and flat arches.
On the first floor there are iron screens; on the second, aluminum windows. The third floor
has six by six wood casement windows. Above that there is a corbelled brick cornice. The
central two bays have an iron fire escape extending down them, with two tall interior end
ch® "eys on either side of the two bays., The west wall of this structure has an aluminum
stemn door on the first floor. On the second floor there is a single window icentical to the
other second floor windows. Two windows on the third floor are identical to the other third

flonsr ores. The north wall is attached to another structure.
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:SCR1PTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARARCE

Bzhind the back building there are two connected carriage houses bqilt of common bond
‘ick. A hyphen connects the main house with the north carriage hocuse. This hyphen is cne
.ory high, two bays wide. In one bay,there is a louvered wood window, wood sill, and iron
-rezn. The other bay has an originazl wood paneled door. (The cornice above these bays is
rbelled brick.) The north carriage house is one story high, two bays wide and two bays
'ng, with a shed roof. The southern carriage house has the same form.

< ?_;wm:

The east wall of the northern house connected with this hyphen has a single bay with a
lain wood door having double course rowlock segmental arch above. The east wall of the
suthern house has a single six over six double hung wood window with a rowlock sill, metal
:rip lintel and wood shutters.

i *2{'#“1 oy

The southern wall of the northern house has two bays of six over six double hung wood
.ndows, with wood sills and double course rowlock segmental arches. The southern wall of the
>uthern house has no openings.

The west walls of these houses are continuous, and divided by plers into three bays. Wood

:ams support the wall above. There are two windcws in the party wall of the structures,
.th the sashes removed. The buildings both have parapets above the roofs with wood and
rra cotta coping. The parapet of the scuthern house has been altered at scme point. The

srtheen wall of the northern carriage house is attached to another structure.

;%e interior still retains its original rowhouse plan of rooms organized in a line parallel
> a circulation axis, and the rooms have been converted into apartments with a variety of
irface finishes applied during recent years. The vestibule floor retains parguetry of scvaral
.fferent colored marbles. This vestibule is heavily detailed with pzneled walls and ceilirngs,
chair rail and follated crown wolding. Extreraly elaborate wood doors from the vestibule ‘nto
e house have a single molded pznel with central cartouches at the doorknobs. The main
11lway has a wood chair rail, a plaster ceiling m=dallion, and a crown molding. The
caircase is paneled and has an open bracketed fsce string and a molded newel. The balusters
e turned. There is a very ornate mirror just above the chair rail. The first floor doors
wve elaborate surrounds with a very decorative floral motif above their heads. The stair
inding betwcen the first and second floor alsoc has an ornate mirror.

A typical apartment has a simple baseboard and crown molding, architrave surrounds on the
enings, and paneled wood doors. The floors are natural wood, and some original mantels
:main, notably Italianate block, polished marble mantel with fluted pilasters and a very
:ylized fascia beneath its shelf. Another mantel features Colonial Revival details.

The conversion of this structure into an apartmant housé is typical of the area which
ow consists mainly of professional offices and apartments. In general, the building still
etains its original character in its materials, scale, plan, proportion, and details. As
result, the building augments the special environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

-

The significance of O4(- (fid: C-1lu-d: ] Street lies in its architectural contribution

to the environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District.

The Mount Vernon Historic District is Loth s Haltimore City District and, in
part, a National Register Mistoric lawhuark District, Hounl Vernon was the first
Historic Disteiet in Haltimore City, degipnated in 1964 and expanded five times to
the current boundaries, which have heen certificd by the Departiment of the Interior
for pucrposes of the Histoaric Preserval ion Tax Incentl ives, The ordinance creating
the Mount Vernon Historic District wslso estublished the Baltimore City Comnission
for Historie and Architectural Preservation ta oversee all changes within (he
Diatict and to rvecomnend other arcas and buildings in the City for historic
designation. The Mistoric Dintrict and the Comnission were outgrowths of the Mount
Vernon Urban Renewal Plan, une of the City's esrliesl efforts to  incorporate
prescr\'ﬂfian end renovalion of existing structures wilh new development . The
current Historic Distisct now encompnsses two Uiban Renewal Areas: Mount Vernon and

Hidlown-Belvedere.

The HMount Vernon llistoric District grew (rom the early 19th century through the
carly 20th_ century and retaina  slructures--residential, commnercial, and
religious--from that time. The area was Baltimore's most fashionahble neighborhood
end ag euch includes some of the finest architecture in (he City, built for wealthy
reeidents, congregations, and iantitutions, and designed by architects of local 2nd
nationsl renown, The greater portion of the district was once the estste of John
Eeger Howard, revolutionary war patriot and stsiescan, MNis mansion, Belvidere, wazs
locsted at what is now thie 1000 block of North Calvert Street,The centerpiece of the
district is the Wazhington Monument and Mounl Vernon Place, The monument is the
firset formal wonuwent crected to cormmemnrate George Washington and is one of the
finest exesmples of monumentsl architecture in the country. 1t wss erected from 1815
to 1829 and deeigned by Kobervt Mille, one of “the first American born and trained
erchitects in the couniry. The develoapment of the Bquuares known as Mounl Vernon
Plsce and Washinglon Flace, dutes [rin the 1830'a, wvhen the land was subdivided by
Howard's heirs, who then huilt sowme of the first houses, Prior to the construction
of the wmonument and the develapnent of the squares, brick working class houses were
built on Tyson Street, Kead Street and North Noward Street, the earliest dat ing from
1810, These buildings stil) exist, &ome are residences and others liave been
converted to antique shopa. The houses on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were
designed by Robert Cary Long Sr. (lhe architect of the Peale Museum and Davidge Hall,

The area which is now (he Nistorie Districet conlinued to develop. Baltimore's
prominent and wealthy residents woved north (o the rural area hecause the land
,q_r._uuml the harbor was rnpi:“y ]'u'a'anl’mrin]'_ indastriglized and hecause the City was
E'_ndpd with iwmigrants, who flocked (o Raltimore to work in the newly established
industries. Construct ton canl inmed 1o take place in the 1880's and 1890's after the
Howard ecetate had heea solid. By the early Y0th century, Mount Roysl Avenue &nd
parts of Howard Street had been developed, conpleting the construction in Lhe
district, .
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